T HE SCHOLARSHIP on the Akropolis of Athens is the most extensive, intricate, and potentially confusing of that for any site in Greece. This is owing partly to the intricacies of the site itself, whose stages extend from the Bronze Age through the Classical period to the Turkish occupation. Just as daunting, however, is a long and varied history of excavation. Much of the site was excavated in the 19th century, when scientific archaeology was in its infancy, and a good portion of more recent work has remained partly or wholly unpublished. My recent study of the Sanctuary of Athena Nike brought me face to face with these problems.' The encounter makes me all the more appreciative of how James Wright negotiates similar obstacles in his article on the Mycenaean entrance at the west side of the Akropolis, published in the 1994 volume of this journal.2 Wright and I have shared an interest in the Nike Bastion for many years and have talked back and forth on a number of points as work progressed. On one knotty problem we have long disagreed: the original height of the Mycenaean bastion. My study follows Iakovidis and Travlos in positing a gate wall northeast of the Mycenaean Nike Bastion; the original height of the bastion thus comes to 144.0 m. or more above sea level.3 Wright does away with a gate wall and restores a freestanding tower at the west end of the bastion. His tower is of indeterminate height; the top of his bastion at the east comes to ca. +141.0 or+141.5 m.4 More important than this disagreement are other points, points for which there is more extant evidence, on which we agree. His reexamination of the remains beneath the Pinakotheke leaves me convinced that there was indeed a Mycenaean terrace on the site,5 while he concurs with me in seeing the upper stonework of the bastion as a post-Mycenaean repair.6
over a quarter of a meter at some points, they do not greatly affect the interpretation of the Mycenaean remains of themselves. By contrast, a close reading of levels is essential to a proper understanding of the relation of the bastion walls to the earth stratum of the Stage II Nike Sanctuary, the stage that follows the Persian destruction. Although the level of the earth stratum can no longer be measured directly, it can be closely estimated from the level of the Stage III (mid 5th-century) sanctuary, which is founded directly upon it. The proper correlation of the preserved level of the bastion walls and Stage III is thus critical to the proper understanding of the 5th-century history of the cult site. It is important that I set the record straight.
The archival drawings that I referred to above were prepared during a comprehensive program of conservation and excavation on the Nike Bastion conducted from 1935 to 1939 by Nikolaos Balanos, then Director of the Restoration and Preservation of Akropolis Monuments.7
Alarmed at major settlement in the ashlar stonework of the bastion, Balanos dismantled the Nike Temple, the temple foundations, and almost all of the ashlar bastion. It was in the course of this work that the Mycenaean bastion first came to light and with it substantial remains from the pre-420's Nike cult. Important among the early cult finds is a small mid-5th-century predecessor of the Nike Temple, the so-called naiskos; a repository recut from the original base for the cult image; and an inscribed block from the Archaic altar.8 The foundations for the Nike Temple were too badly disintegrated to be used in the rebuilding of the site. Balanos replaced them with a massive concrete podium descending fully to bedrock, an installation that required the removal of the naiskos, the repository, and stretches of adjacent Mycenaean stonework. The early cult finds, reinstalled to place, and much of the Mycenaean bastion are currently accessible in an elaborate, multichambered crypt constructed beneath the ground level of the late 5th-century sanctuary.9
Before removing the pre-420's cult remains and at several points along the Mycenaean bastion, Balanos took levels; the archival plans give evidence of repeated sets of levels, in fact: some were relative to the northeast corner of the euthynteria of the Nike Temple, others were absolute, above sea level. One can document occasional errors in these readings,'0 but to an overwhelming extent and to narrow tolerance they agree with one another, and in their agreement they validate the care with which Balanos conducted this aspect of his work. The archival drawings also punctiliously record the course heights of the Nike Temple steps and the ashlar bastion sheathing; at several points they indicate the level of the early remains relative to the steps and sheathing, and this gives an independent indication of level. Finally, one can check the drawings against excavation photographs of the early finds in situ. + 140.673 m. The same plan enters the relative level -1.64 m. on the floor of the upper  cavity of the repository inside the collar. As measured on the stone, the upper cavity is cut down 0.095 m. from  the collar on the north (Mark 1993, p. 20) . The northern collar is thus at -1.545 m., or in absolute elevation, + 140.67 m. One can check this against the position of the repository relative to the naiskos euthynteria. As  entered on the cross section, my plate 12, the distance from the upper edge of the naiskos euthynteria to  the northern collar was 0.24 m.; compare the excavation photographs Balanos 1956, figs. 12, 13. Taking  + 140.92 m. as the absolute level of the naiskos euthynteria (converted from the relative level -1.295 m.) , this gives + 140.68 m. for the collar. 20 Compare Mark 1993, pl. 7; as explicated (p. 150) , the plan appears to show the crosswall after the removal of over a meter of its height. 21 Wright 1994, figs. 1 and 3.  22 Balanos 1956, fig. 17 . 23 At the west, the Nike Temple foundations and the bastion sheathing are bonded and have the same course heights . Courses 1, 2, and 3 of the sheathing are respectively 0.446, 0.445, and 0.456 m. in height. The  combined temple euthynteria and bastion crown is 0.447 m. high (see Mark 1993, p. 151, pl. 11): + 142.213   -0.447 -0.446 -0.445 -0 .456 = +140.419. 24 Wright 1994, figs. 1 and 3. more apparent than real. I measured on a boulder ca. 16 m. from the southwest corner of the Mycenaean bastion.25 As gauged from Wright's figure 1, his reading of + 141.00 m. was taken farther out than mine, about seventeen meters from the southwest corner of the bastion, roughly a meter from the eastern wall of the crypt.
Two levels that Wright records in the vicinity of the Stage III rectangular altar require comment: + 140.79 m. west of the altar and + 140.86 m. to the east.26 Wright does not discuss these levels in his text, but I want to make it clear that they do not measure the preserved 
